
From the Principal:  As you are probably aware, the Portland 
Public Schools will make a temporary adjustment to remote 
learning from November 30th until December 14th.  The 
Gildersleeve staff has been working hard to prepare for this 
transition that will occur the Monday after Thanksgiving.  The grade 
level teams have reflected on their experiences and your feedback 
related to the Wednesday Distance Learning days they facilitated 
earlier this year.  They used what they have learned so far to 
create slightly revised schedules.  Click Here to view the 
schedules.  

At each grade level, your children will be expected to log into the 
computer for Morning Meeting, Specials, Reading, Writing and 
Math each day.  In mosts cases, the teacher will start with a short 
whole-group lesson followed by instruction in small groups.  
Students will also be expected to complete some independent 
assignments on SeeSaw, Google Classroom, and Lexia.  Your 
child’s classroom teacher will communicate more details by email, 
SeeSaw or Google Classroom.  

I want to acknowledge the challenges this transition to remote 
learning learning will present for many families.  Dr. Britton is 
working with the YMCA to create a temporary program that 
provides emergency child care services.  In addition, the Town of 
Portland is prepared to provide heating, nutritional, housing, and/or 
clothing assistance.  Do not hesitate to reach out to me at 
rwalstrom@portlandct.us or our Gildersleeve Social Worker, Sam 
Starr at sstarr@portlandct.us if we can help in any way.

Despite this awful pandemic we are in right now, I want to 
acknowledge how thankful I am to be part of the Gildersleeve and 
Portland Communities.  I know I speak for the staff, when I say that 
it is a privilege to work with your children each day.  It is also a gift 
to work with the kind, thoughtful, and caring people in this 
community.  Lastly, I have said it many times, and I will say it 
again, I could not be luckier to work with such a talented, dedicated 
and kind staff.  Happy Thanksgiving!

Take care,
Ryan 
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From Nurse Ashley:
Please continue to use the Covid-19 Student Screening Tool before sending your child to school. If you are 
in doubt, keep them home. Do not hesitate to reach out to your pediatrician for advice, and if you have 
questions, please reach out to me, 860-342-0411, or aworonoff@portlandct.us  

IMPORTANT LINKS: GS Website: https://www.portlandctschools.org/gildersleeve
Principal email: rwalstrom@portlandct.us
Contact the office: ptoller@portlandct.us or 860-342-0411
Tech Help: techhelp@portlandct.us

          GS Minute
11/23 & 11/24 Early Dismissal
No Breakfast or Lunch 
11/23 & 11/24 Parent Conferences

                     
              

Read-a-Thon Grand Prize Winners
Grade Level Winners: (Extra Recess)
4th grade with 18,639 
Class winners: (Movie)
2nd Grade: Ford with with 1985 
3rd Grade: Bankoski with 3,788
4th Grade: Ott with 4,489
Students: $25 gift card to Amazon                  
2nd Grade: Emma Morande: Mrs. Scovill
3rd Grade: Avery Berard: Mrs. Vissicchio                    
4th Grade: Declan Kelley: Mrs. Cunningham

On Thursday, some of our 3rd graders had a special Imagine 
Neighborhood Live Event through Zoom. Imagine Neighborhood, 
America’s #1 educational podcast created by the Committee for 
Children which creates the SEL curriculum Second Step, chose 
Gildersleeve to test this 1st ever live event to discuss The Very Best 
Robot. This episode is about Count Vacula’s journey to figure out the 
very best robot to be and his discovery that he doesn’t have to look 
very far for the answer. They explored the themes of the episode 
through a series of drawing and activity prompts led by the host of 
Imagine Neighborhood, Scotty Iseri himself. It was a fun and 
enlightening experience for all!
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