
Tidbits and Tips
I received several messages from parents/guardians and 
staff members about losing their connection on Google 
Meet this week.  Our tech team contacted Google and 
they determined that this is happening when videos are 
shared over Google Meet and when users have multiple 
tabs open and they are trying to engage in a session on 
Google Meet.  Google recommends that students & staff 
close their Google Meet sessions to view videos.  They 
also recommend that users close other tabs when they 
are on Google Meet.  Following these two 
recommendations should alleviate some of the Google 
Meet issues we have faced this week.  
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From the Principal:  
Next week, your child will begin using Zearn as their core math 
program in the Hybrid and Distance Learning Models.  We will 
return to the Bridges in Mathematics Program next year.

About Zearn
Zearn is on a mission to ensure all children love learning math. 
Zearn publishes Zearn Math, a top-rated K–5 paper-pencil and 
software-based curriculum that transforms the daily math block to 
create engagement and differentiation for all students. 

Logging In
Your child’s teacher will share his/her login information.  Students 
can log in by going to https://www.zearn.org.  

Completing Digital Lessons
Your child will complete 4 digital lessons each week.  To complete 
a digital lesson, students will need their Chromebook as well as 
paper and pencil to work through the student notes.  Digital 
lessons include four components:  Number Gym, Lesson-aligned 
Fluency Work, Guided Practice, and the Tower of Power.  The 
lesson is completed once the student has finished the Tower of 
Power.  Click here to access the 15-minute recorded Zearn 
webinar designed for parents/guardians.      

Tips for Working Through Digital Lessons
The way Zearn works is dynamic; as your student progresses 
through a lesson, the program responds and adapts to their needs 
in real time.  If they are working through a challenging problem, 
remind them to keep trying!  As long as students answer the 
questions, the lesson will provide real-time help and break down 
the problem into smaller pieces until they are able to complete the 
lesson.

Getting Help
If your student is running into any technical issues while they’re 
using Zearn, take a picture and send it to support@zearn.org.  
They’ll be able to help you troubleshoot!  You can also visit the 
Zearn Help Center for answers to Frequently Asked Questions.  

Issue 2 Friday, September 11, 2020

From Nurse Ashley:  Daily screening of your child should happen at home before school. Please see our district’s screening 
tool for guidance. If symptoms of Covid-19 as outlined by the CDC are reported or observed at school, your child will be 
assessed by the school nurse, isolated and dismissed home in a timely manner. Next steps will be dependent on screening 
guidelines.  Remember, when in doubt, keep them out!  Please call Ashley Woronoff  860-342-0411 with questions. 

IMPORTANT LINKS: GS Website: https://www.portlandctschools.org/gildersleeve
Principal email: rwalstrom@portlandct.us
Contact the office: ptoller@portlandct.us or 860-342-0411
Tech Help: techhelp@portlandct.us
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