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Good afternoon Middle School Families,
It was wonderful to have almost all students in our building full time this
week. Students have quickly adapted to this new environment, and I
was happy to have the opportunity to speak with each classroom about
the role they play in ensuring the safety of themselves and their
peers. All in all, it was quite the successful week, capped off by a very
eerily timed snowfall as students entered the building in costume on
Friday. I hope that you all have a fantastic weekend. Please
encourage your children to do their best to stay safe this weekend and
remain abundantly cautious, especially in regards to any Halloween
festivities they may be engaging in with family and friends. Wear
Masks, Stay Distant, Stay Safe!
Sincerely,
Chuck Hershon
@ChuckHershon

SAVE THE DATES:
11/3: No School, PD Day for Teachers
11/10: Board of Ed Meeting
11/11: No School, Veteran’s Day
11/23 & 11/24: Parent Teacher Virtual Conferences
11/25 – 11/27: Thanksgiving Break

A New Options for Student Pick Up at Dismissal
We are continuing to evaluate our pick up procedures at both the high school and the middle school. Our goal is to
improve the traffic pattern and avoid unnecessary back-ups on High Street. Yesterday, we had many reports of long lines
at dismissal, a situation certainly not helped by the inclement weather.
We continue to encourage families to please use the high school side of the building for dismissal and exit via Butler
Lane. It is a much wider and shorter driveway and has been moving quite quickly. Parent transportation is an essential
part of our COVID mitigation strategies and we appreciate your patience as we work in collaboration with the Police
Department to streamline dismissal. Please feel free to call the Middle School office with any questions

Middle School Yearbooks are available to purchase! The 7th Grade Computer
Science classes are starting work soon on this year's Yearbook. The price is
$20 and can be ordered online now! Follow the website below:
https://www.jostens.com/apps/store/customer/1037183/Portland-MiddleSchool/

NURSE’S OFFICE:
Dear Portland Parents,
Please remind your children to wear weather-appropriate clothing to school. Remember they go
outside for mask breaks in all weather, and need to have layers and appropriate footwear.
If you have any cast-offs that you would like to donate to the nursing office, it would be
appreciated.

Portland Middle School
Student Council
The Portland Middle School Student Council is forming now. The Student
Council advisors are Mrs. DeRose and Mr. Stekloff. Any student
interested in participating should email Mr. Stekloff
at: astekloff@portlandct.us

Student Council is an opportunity for students to:
SPEAK OUT → BE HEARD → MAKE A CHANGE
Interested students will be invited to learn more about this exciting opportunity.

SPIRIT DAY = HALLOWEEN

In the 8th Grade our students
finished The Outsiders this week and
will dive into the first Reading
Workshop unit, A Deep Study of
Character, next week. We will be
looking at character traits and how
characters and plot interact in different
short stories.

7TH GRADE NEWS Our seventh-grade math students have been "scaling up" their knowledge of scale, scale
factor and how the relationship between the area of two scaled copies is determined by the scale factor
squared. This week our llustrative math 7 students were creating their own scale drawings. Specifically, the great
state of Utah was examined. Utah itself is approximately 270 miles wide and 350 miles tall with a rectangular piece
missing at the top. Two scale drawings were required: one with a scale of 1cm : 50 miles and the other scale was 1
cm : 75 miles. Students needed to determine how many centimeters would be used to show the perimeter of Utah
using the two scales. Their drawings needed to be measured, neat, and if done carefully, look just like a small
version of Utah. You can see their success for yourself!

Our Pre-Algebra students are starting their study of the Distributive Property which will remain useful to them
throughout their high school career and beyond. These students were also the first to try the aimswebPlus test in
math, where many demonstrated great mastery of the subject. Some areas of need were also revealed. This
benchmark test will help us determine the best approach to filling in the gaps and increasing their confidence and
future success.

In the United Arts Department PE students are continuing to work on their personal fitness goal of 10+ push
ups this quarter. Last week, the 7th and 8th grade finished a short unit on the track where students learned and practiced
the 4x100 m relay race that is run in Middle school, High school, College and the Olympics!
With the cold and unpredictable weather recently, we have moved into the gymnasium where students have the
opportunity to try multiple activities. Some of the activities include: scooter races, circus skills (stilts, balance boards and a
pogo ball for strength and balance) and badminton.
*All equipment is sanitized before and after each student uses them and the gym floor is sprayed with a sanitizer before a
new class starts.
World language: Students have been learning about the holiday "Día de muertos" which takes place on November 1 and
2nd. We have been learning vocabulary in Spanish and about cultural products,
practices and perspectives surrounding the holiday. To bring our learning to life
students learned how to make cempasuchil flowers out of tissue, decorated
"papel picado" and watched videos and read articles about the holiday. Many
students brought in photos of loved ones to add to our ofrendas.

