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     Happy Friday Highlander, 

I wanted to start this week's newsletter out by giving a shot out to our boys and 
girls basketball teams.  Yesterday, they both had their first games against Old Lyme, and I 
was excited that we were able to get both games live streamed for families to 
enjoy.  Seeing our kids on the court again in some interscholastic competition was 
incredibly uplifting for me, as it was just a small but important step toward a return to 
some sort of normalcy.  Another was seeing the health district's designation that the Town 
of Portland has officially been downgraded from the red (high risk) to orange (moderate 
risk) category in terms of COVID-19 transmission.  That information, along with the 
upcoming vaccination clinics for our teachers inspires hope moving forward, especially as 
we approach the one-year mark, since we went virtual last spring.  
 
I am also happy to announce that with specific guidelines we are anticipating that 
SPRING SPORTS IS BACK!!!!!!!!!! 
Please see the attached document for detailed directions on how to register your child. 
Registration for sports participation at Portland Middle School is facilitated in part by a 
web-based registration application. This application is used by parents/guardians to 
register student-athletes for all interscholastic sports at Portland Middle School and 
Portland High School. 
The window will close on March 20, 2021. Please contact Michele Iannello at 
portlandad@portlandct.us with any questions. 
http://www.familyid.com/ 
 Chuck 
-- 
Chuck Hershon 
Principal - Portland Middle School 

 
 
                 

 
8th GRADE NEWS: 

Students started a new writing unit, Position 
Papers, this week. We practiced taking a 
position about a debatable topic and finding 
evidence in a text to support those positions. 
Students chose a debatable topic of their choice 
and have started researching, planning, and 
drafting their first position paper of the unit. 
Students were happy to be able to choose topics 
of interest and seem excited to learn more 
about those topics. 
 
 
 
 
The 7th grade students did a great job raising money for the Connecticut Children's Medical Center. A lot of 
money went to a great cause. While giving back to the community, students are also hard at work in their 
content areas. They’re coming to the end of The Giver, but shhhh, no spoilers.  
In social studies we’ve begun to explore the world of Ancient Egypt and the great Pharaohs. We 

continue to use content to look at the means by which historians learn about the 
past. 

 
 
 

 

 



 
 

 
 

QUARTER 2 ART WORK SPOT LIGHT  

 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Portland Middle School is proud to present the virtual performance of: 10 Ways To Survive Life In A Quarantine by Don 
Zolidis, premiering on April 10th on our district YouTube channel. 

About the Play: If you're spending a long time at home, it can be a challenge to keep yourself occupied. Luckily, 10 Ways 
to Survive Life in a Quarantine is full of handy solutions, from putting on a musical with your 
dog, to becoming an announcer for a made-up sport, to falling in love with an inanimate object. 
Hey, we promised handy solutions - we never said they wouldn't be strange. Whether or not 
you're inspired to take up origami and squirrel observation, this play written by Don Zolidis is 
sure to bring a laugh to anyone who finds themselves unexpectedly indoors. 

You can gain access to the YouTube link by placing your 'order' here: https://portland-middle-
school.ticketleap.com/10-ways/  In the spirit of bringing levity to an otherwise stressful year, the 
school is presenting this production free of charge with an option of leaving a donation in order 
to support future middle school theatrical productions. We thank you for your support! **The 
email you use at 'Checkout' is where the link will be sent on April 10th** 

Please email Ms. Ketterer (sketterer@portlandct.us) or Mrs. DeRose (jderose@portlandct.us) with any questions. 

 



 
 
 

8th Grade displaying their School Spirit Day with Mrs. McDougall 
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