
Valley View News                                  January 15, 2021 

 

"The Future Starts Here" 

 

Principal's Message  

 

Dear Valley View Families, 

We are so excited to welcome back our Valley View students on Tuesday! We have 

a few important reminders.  Students must wear a mask at school, sanitize their 

hands before entering the building and stay socially distanced throughout the day.  I 

am sure they will continue to show Superhero Behaviors by following our safety 

rules! I would also like to remind everyone of certain procedures. 

From 8:00 am to 4:00 pm. there should be no cars traveling 

through the circle in the front of the main entrance. The circle is 

for buses and school vans only. 

Cars, including preschool, should only be parked in designated 

parking spots.  We have minibuses that pull up by the curb 

where the preschool pick-up location is.  Please do not park 

there.  You will need to park your car in a designated spot and 

walk to your drop-off or pick-up location. 

 

  



Arrival time is from 8:15 – 8:30 (Grades Kindergarten and One) 

Any parent arriving after that time, must park and bring their child to 

the front entryway.  You will buzz in and someone will check-in 

your child at the door.  Remember that visitors are not allowed in the 

building.  

Drop and Go: If you are dropping off your child, please enter via 

Hall Hill and drive up to the drop off area.  You will drive all the 

way to the back of the school and turn around towards where you 

came from.  You will stop at the sidewalk on the right.  Four cars can 

fit against the sidewalk.  Follow the cones.  

All children must exit the car from the right hand side of the vehicle 

for safety reasons. Parents are responsible for unbuckling their 

child’s seat belt if they need assistance when dropping off their child 

in the designated area. Staff will help open the door. We have adults 

on duty to assist the students to where to go and to supervise the flow 

of traffic in the parking lot.  

After your child exits, please drive out the way you came in (Hall 

Street).  See the diagram.   

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1y-

3WdC1i1DZpUXsKZrFFjvyzyWtLLXn9/view?usp=sharing 

Please remember that visitors are not allowed in the building.  

Your child will walk to their assigned entrance and go directly to the 

classroom. There are staff members outside and in the halls to assist 

students so they make it directly to their destination. Students getting 

dropped off will enter the side entrance by the café. There will be 

cones marking the entrance.  

 

http://track.spe.schoolmessenger.com/f/a/l2zo0fVp1Yxg7f6LdsQ2TQ~~/AAAAAQA~/RgRh4ytQP0RSaHR0cHM6Ly9kcml2ZS5nb29nbGUuY29tL2ZpbGUvZC8xeS0zV2RDMWkxRFpwVVhzS1pyRkZqdnl6eVd0TExYbjkvdmlldz91c3A9c2hhcmluZ1cHc2Nob29sbUIKX_3Q9wFgtRXYVVIUaHJ1c3NvQHBvcnRsYW5kY3QudXNYBAAAAAE~
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Families that are Walking 

If you are entering in the front, please do not go next to the 

buses.  You can use the ramp in the front and have your child enter 

up the ramp and through the main entrance.  Please do not walk your 

child past the ramp so we could keep the number of people in the 

area low.   

Dismissal:  

We will start calling buses at 2:55. For end of the day pick-up, 

parents will park in the designated areas and go to their assigned 

exits to pick up their child rain or shine. You will be given specific 

information from your classroom teacher. Visitors are not able to be 

in the building. You will meet the teacher outside at your assigned 

pick-up spot. They will check your license and mark you off as 

picking up your child. After they know you, you will not need to 

continue to show your license to them however, have it every day in 

case of a sub. We cannot release your child unless you have 

identification. Also, please make sure the person coming to pick up 

your child is on the list to be able to pick up or we cannot release 

your child. We will continue to follow our safety protocol to ensure 

the safety of our students.  

Dismissal Plans 

If your child normally rides the bus and you are picking them up, 

please send an email to vvattendance@portlandct.us or call the 

school in the morning, if possible, so we can plan for a safe 
dismissal. We are trying to eliminate notes being sent in and 

delivered to the office, so please do not send in a note.  

mailto:vvattendance@portlandct.us


If you have any changes in your transportation plan, please email 

your plans through vvattendance@portlandct.us as soon as 

possible.  It takes time to arrange changes in busing.   

 

Have a wonderful weekend! Stay healthy! 

 

 Jessica Bruenn, Principal           jbruenn@portlandct.us  

 

 

Mrs. Harrington's class at Morning Meeting 
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Announcements 

KINDERGARTEN REGISTRATION 

VALLEY VIEW SCHOOL, PORTLAND 

for School Year 2021-2022 

 

Parents/guardians whose children will be five years of age on or before 

January 1, 2022, should: 

 

1.    Contact Valley View School at pgross@portlandct.us to let us know       

     you will be registering your child for kindergarten.  Please provide your  

    child’s full name, phone number and address.   

 

Further information regarding kindergarten registration will be provided 

once you contact the school.   

Child Find Screening 

If your child is 3 or 4 years old, and you have concerns about their development, 

please contact the school at 860-342-3131 and speak with Cynthia.  We could 

schedule a one-on-one appointment for your child to come to Valley View and 

participate in a screening.  Students ages three to four that qualify for special 

education are eligible for our preschool program.   

 

mailto:pgross@portlandct.us


ACCEPTING ROLE MODELS FOR THE 2021-2022 SCHOOL YEAR 

If you are interested in having your child attend our preschool program as a peer 

model in the fall, please call the school at 860-342-3131 and speak with 

Cynthia.  She will put your child's name on a list.  Students are selected by a lottery 

and are notified by June. 

                      

 

Valentine Cards 

We are still able to send in non-food Valentines however, we will need to follow 

specific guidelines this year in order to make sure we are keeping everyone 

safe.  Students will need to send their cards to school by February 8th in order 

for them to air out and be passed out on February 12th.  We will air out the 

cards during that time.  In addition to this, they will pass them out in a 

different way as well so that they are socially distanced and not all up at once.   

Please be aware that candy should not be distributed and we should continue to 

follow our school and district policy and guidelines regarding food in 

school.  Please be aware that if candy or food is sent in to be distributed to 

students, it will be sent back home with your child at the end of the day.    

Thank you again for your support!   

 



Nurse News 

 

Nurse Katie, kwilliams@portlandct.us 

Dear parents,  

I am looking forward to seeing all of the students back on Tuesday!  

Please continue to monitor your child every day for any symptoms related to Covid 

and contact their pediatrician for guidance if they are absent from school, as 

the doctor may recommend a Covid test. These symptoms include fever, chills, 

uncontrolled new cough, shortness of breath, difficulty breathing, loss of 

taste or smell, muscle or body aches, sore throat, nausea, vomiting, diarrhea, 

headache, fatigue, congestion/runny nose.  

Please continue to notify me at kwilliams@portlandct.us if there has been any 

exposure to a Covid positive individual, as the school contact tracing process will 

need to be started as soon as possible to prevent further spread. This includes any 

family member that is living in your home that is quarantining due to exposure or 

isolating due to a positive test.  

Some exciting news is that I received my first Covid vaccine last Friday afternoon 

and it went very well! I only had a slightly tender arm for one day, otherwise no 

complaints! I have attached pictures that I thought everyone would enjoy. I hope 

everyone has a wonderful weekend! 
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and who doesn't love a cute puppy picture? 

 

Introducing my new rescue puppy, Pepper, a 5 month old lab/pit mix 

 

 

Watch your distance, wear a mask, wash your hands! 

 

Please see below updated Addendum 5 Guidance and Covid Scenario document 



 

Please review the updated information.  

Updated Requirements: 

Please review Addendum 5 attached to this link.  This provides important quarantine 

scenarios.   

https://drive.google.com/file/d/11zaxSXhvNVoOd7K0ZnTqSp9GjLgzFI1g/view?us

p=sharing 

 

In addition to Addendum 5, please review the following:  

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1sylK8gAOv2Ke4638y8NGLwHyotTI69xc/view?usp=shar

ing 

 

Social Work 

 

Mrs. Bailey, mbailey@portlandct.us  

Empathy 

It is not easy to sit with our kids when they're feeling big emotions. It's hard to listen 

to their fears, complaints, or frustrations without jumping in and offering a solution 

or trying to make them feel better. Sometimes, in an attempt to help, we minimize 

their experience. 
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We use phrases like: 

 Settle down. 

 It's not that bad. 

 It will be over soon. 

 Don't worry about it. 

 It didn't hurt that bad. 

 You're fine. 

 When I was your age... {story about how you had it way worse}. 

 What's the big deal? 

Instead of minimizing, try empathy. Empathy means putting yourself in your child's 

shoes - even if you don't necessarily agree. Even if it seems like they are 

overreacting. Even if their behavior is confusing or inconvenient. 

Empathetic phrases may sound like: 

 It looks like you need to cry for a while. 

 That sounds really difficult. 

 I'm here for you. 

 It sounds like you're really worried. 

 That hurt, didn't it? 

 Let's snuggle for a minute. 

 Tell me more. 

 This is really important to you. 

When you reply with empathy, your child feels heard, seen, and understood. 

 

Please contact our Social Worker, Mrs. Bailey,  if you need help providing your child 

with a snack, are in need of clothing for the colder weather or have any other needs 

you need help with.  To reach our Social Worker, please email mbailey@portlandct.us.  

 

Important  
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Technology Information 

Please use the following link to report Chromebook tech issues or needs:  

https://app.pipefy.com/public/form/eT-jSPh5  

There is also a link on the school website under Faculty Links, Student Links, and 

Parent Resources.  

 

  

January 18 - MLK Day, No School  

January 19 - First Day Back for In-Person Learning 

January 20 - 2 Hour Delay, School Spirit Day -Wear your Valley View Shirt (wear 

red if you don't have one)  

January 25 - Picture Retake Day  
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Valley View  

 

Be Safe 

Be Responsible 

Be a Friend 

860-342-3131 FAX: 860-342-3138 

Attendance Email:  vvattendance@portlandct.us 
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