Dear Portland Middle School Families,
It was so wonderful getting to see our Highlanders return to in person learning
this week. I made sure to visit with each class, and was excited to see students
back in desks, engaged in rigorous academic activities and deep
conversations. We have been focusing this past month on growth mindset in
advisory, and there is no better example of that, than how our students have
persevered through the many changes and unknowns that this year has brought
on.
Today, for fun Friday spirit wear, we celebrated our Nurse Hyland, as well as
other first responders, who deserve all of the praise and recognition and more
than we are able to provide. Next week, we will have a "Flannel Friday" to
combat the cold weather that we will be having.
Just a reminder that Monday, Tuesday and Friday of next week will have the
Red group of students coming in-person, while Wednesday and Thursday
will have the Blue group. Additionally, I will be sending out further information
next week about middle school sports, as we are currently planning out our
logistics, and will be closely observing the start of high school sports at the
beginning of next week.
As always, if you have any questions or concerns, I can be reached
at chershon@portlandct.us.
Have a wonderful weekend,
Chuck
@ChuckHershon

Congratulations and Special Shout-Out to Room 407, the Mickey Mouse Quack House, for winning this week’s spirit day in
honor of our Nurse Hyland and all our First Responders.
As a reward they get to eat in the cafeteria. Next week prepare for Flannel Friday

FROM THE NURSE’S OFFICE:
Please be aware of Connecticut's Travel Advisory at https://portal.ct.gov/coronavirus/travel. If you travel to any state
on the list for more than 24 hours, you are required to show proof of a negative Covid test or quarantine for 10 days.
The Chatham Health District supports the reduction of the quarantine period from 14 to 10 days based on the
recommendations of the Connecticut Department of Health and the State Department of Education. The Chatham
Health District does not support the option for a 7 day quarantine. For those required to quarantine, Day 1 begins
after the day of close contact, which is considered Day 0. After 10 full days of quarantine, a return to school is
allowed, which is Day 11 in the sequence.
Please keep in mind that if someone in your household is positive with Covid, the 10 day quarantine for close
contact family members does not begin until after the 10 day isolation/infection period is over if you are unable to
strictly isolate in the home. This is especially difficult as we're all indoors now; if the individual is symptomatic with
any coughing/sneezing, yelling, or singing it's highly unlikely that you're not exposed regardless of distance and
handwashing. Close monitoring of symptoms for another 4 days after quarantining is also necessary. If there are any
questions, please reach out to your school nurse. Further updates on sports are not yet finalized.

NEWS FROM THE UNIFIED ARTS DEPARTMENT: World Language:
The end of the semester is quickly approaching and 7th grade students will be switching from French-Spanish or Spanish-French. We
are excited to meet the new group of students! 7th graders should bring their growth mindset to their new class! 8th graders are
continuing their unit on family and will soon be discussing their school, and neighborhood.
Music:
Jazz Band will be starting up soon! Students who are interested should be practicing Alligator Alley in SmartMusic, and will be
receiving some hard-copy music over the next two weeks.
Drama:
Reminder to all who filled out the Google Form expressing interest in the play to make an audition appointment if they haven't yet,
and mark down when their auditions are so they don't forget! Mrs. DeRose and Ms.Ketterer are looking forward to hearing
monologues and discussing backstage opportunities with everyone on Jan 25, 27th and 28th during their appointments!
From our 8th grade Art Classes:

Middle School Yearbooks are available to purchase! The 7th Grade Computer
Science classes are working on this year's Yearbook. The price is $20 and can be
ordered online now! Follow the website below:
https://www.jostens.com/apps/store/customer/1037183/Portland-Middle-School/

News From the 8th Grade Team:
Students started the Greek Mythology unit this week. We are using a new website
called Actively Learn where students can access the text and answer questions as they
read. Eventually, students will write their own myths!

Students in 7th and 8th grade PVLA Media Studies have been working on mastering their skills in Google. A
recent lesson taught them how to combine conditional formatting with creativity to make beautiful pixel art. Shown are
some examples from 8th grade students.

From the 7th Grade Team:
Our Illustrative math seventh grade students have been
working with proportional relationships, by working with
tables and equations. For example in the Cool-down “It’s
Snowing in Syracuse” 7th grade math students were
given a table like this with missing information:
Snow is falling steadily in Syracuse, New York. After 2 hours, 4 inches of snow has fallen.
time (hours)

snow (inches)
1

1
2

4

6.5
x
Students need to fill in the missing information based on the snow falling at a steady rate. (proportionately). The students
also need to find the constant of proportionality (2) and be able to derive the equation y = 2x from this situation.
Next week we will go on a road trip with our first performance task and then continue to explore proportional relationships
with graphs.
Our Pre-Algebra students have been exploring exponents. Multiplying and dividing exponents, negative exponents and
using scientific notation have all been part of the agenda. As a teacher I have been trying to make increasing use of
break-out rooms where students are grouped together in separate rooms containing 2,
3 or 4. I want to share a few screenshots of these students working together on
Sports Theme Friday. (Of course I am a Red Sox fan and have no control of the
teams that my students choose to support) I also want to show an example of good
homework that is being
turned in by students. The
homework that is pictured
was turned in by Liz Barr. It
is neat and complete and
shows evidence of Liz
taking the time to check the
odd problems for herself.

