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PRINCIPAL’S MESSAGE 

Dear Portland Families, 
 
This will be the last Highlander Highlights for the school year and my 
message is to the Class of 2021. You will definitely have something  
to tell your grandchildren about your high school experience during a 
pandemic. I could not be more proud of all of you! You have come  
together as a class under trying circumstances. Your class trip and our 
prom was a pleasure to watch to see you celebrating and having fun  
together. I know I speak for all your teachers when I say we will miss  
you tremendously. 
 
In a few short days, you will be crossing the podium and will join the 
ranks of PHS alumni. Just as generations of Portland families have  
done before you, you will have made your mark and your contributions 
will always be remembered. I wish you all the best of luck, good health,  
and may your dreams and goals guide you to your best life. 
 
Ms. Lawson 

Kate Lawson • 860-342-1720 • klawson@portlandct.us 
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NOTEWORTHY INFORMATION AND DATES 

June 15 Board of Education Meeting 7:00PM 

June 16 Last Day of School  

June 16 Class of 2021 Graduation Ceremony 6:00PM 

Dates and times subject to change.  

See the website for the most up to date information. 

Get your  

Sideliners Merch 

Here! 

As you may be aware, June is LGBTQ+ Pride month.  

All throughout the month of June, we remember the 1969 
Stonewall Uprising in Manhattan as well as other all-too-
frequent occurrences wherein individuals have been 
made to suffer as a result of their gender identities.  

In Portland, our mission remains constant: respect, learn 
from, and care for others. When we take the time to  
understand one another, divisions based on stereotypes, 
misunderstandings, and biases cannot exist. Where  
division doesn’t exist, harmony and collective growth 
abounds.  

Throughout this month, we encourage all of our families 
to engage in conversations with your children around  
respect for others and the rights for all people of safety, 
opportunity, freedom, and dignity.  

To learn more about LGBTQ+ Pride Month, check out the 
Library of Congress’ dedicated website as well as this 
great parenting guide to Pride Month from Parents.com.  

In June and every day, we stand in constant support and 
community with our LGBTQ+ neighbors and friends.  

https://stores.inksoft.com/portland-sideliners
https://stores.inksoft.com/portland-sideliners
https://www.loc.gov/lgbt-pride-month/about/
https://www.loc.gov/lgbt-pride-month/about/
https://www.parents.com/parenting/better-parenting/how-to-explain-pride-month-to-a-child/


TRACK SENIOR NIGHT 

Thanks Seniors! 

Reminder! - Portland’s Annual Juneteenth Celebration 
 

The Chatham Children’s Connection, Portland Social Justice Coalition,  
Portland’s Task Force on Solidarity & the Town of Portland will be co-sponsoring 

a Juneteenth Celebration and Cultural Fair on Saturday, June 19, 2021 from 
11am - 2pm at Riverfront Park right here in Portland. Juneteenth is  

celebrated to commemorate the anniversary of the Galveston, Texas  
announcement of the abolition of slavery in 1865, two and a half years after  

the Emancipation Proclamation. Click here for more information!  

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1aa57MWKcJQsxdiOiRyAM1G1cez77udA6/view?usp=sharing
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CLASS OF 2021 GRADUATION INFORMATION 
 
Outdoor Ceremony Guidelines: 
 

Graduates and students/staff participating in the ceremony:  All graduates and  
students participating in the ceremony (e.g., band/chorus students, ushers, etc…) will be  
required to wear masks and maintain social distance. Graduates will be permitted to remove 
their masks when receiving their diplomas and/or speaking from the podium. 
 

Guests: The outside venue will not be socially distanced and masks are not required. 
Graduates may invite an unlimited number of guests, and seating is first-come, first-serve. 
This event is designed for vaccinated individuals. Those who have not been vaccinated are 
encouraged to practice all mitigation strategies including mask wearing, and/or viewing the 
ceremony via the livestream. 
 

Indoor Ceremony: (Held only in the event of inclement weather) 
 

All participants and guests are required to wear masks for the indoor ceremony. 
 

Graduates will be issued four (4) tickets for the auditorium and two (2) additional tickets for  
a livestream in a nearby classroom.  
 
 

Graduation Timeline: 
 

June 15: 11am to 1pm - The first graduation rehearsal will be held on Tuesday, June 15 
from 11am to 1pm, during which caps and gowns will be distributed.  This rehearsal is fol-
lowed by the Principal’s Picnic for the senior class. 
 
June 16: 10am to 12pm - On June 16th, graduation day rehearsal will be held from 10am to 
12pm.  Students should report to the cafeteria at 10am to be lined up for rehearsal. 
 
June 16: Graduate Arrival no later than 4:45pm - On June 16th, graduates should report to 
the PHS Library no later than 4:45 to line up and prepare for the ceremony. 
 

Attendance at both graduation rehearsals is mandatory for participation in the ceremony. 
 

Graduation Attire: 
 

 Students may tastefully decorate their caps for the ceremony and are encouraged to  
remove wrinkles from their gowns. 

 
 Boys should wear a shirt and tie.  Boys must wear long pants. 
 
 Girls should wear dressy attire and are cautioned against wearing extremely high heels  

as we will be outside and standing at times. 
 
 Gowns must be fully zipped for the duration of the ceremony. 
 
 

We are so fortunate to be able to come together to celebrate the Class of 2021! It will be  
a memorable night of celebration. Keep good thoughts for sunny, dry weather. 
 

If you have any questions about the guidelines, please feel free to contact me at  

klawson@portlandct.us.  

mailto:klawson@portlandct.us

