
Portland Board of Education 
BOE Regular Meeting 
Portland Senior Center, Waverly Avenue 
June 16, 2020 
 
The Portland Board of Education held a Regular Meeting in the Portland Senior Center on Tuesday, June 16, 2020.  Board 
Members in attendance via ZOOM: Chair Sharon Peters, Meg Scata, Laurel Steinhauser, Tim Lavoy, David Murphy, and 
Lauren Christensen.  Also in attendance were Superintendent of Schools, Dr. Philip B. O’Reilly, Assistant to the 
Superintendent for Business and Financial Affairs, Stephanie Fragola, Director of Curriculum and Technology, Dr.  Charles 
Britton, Dr. Joseph Erardi, Consultant, Board of Selectman member, Mr. Zampano and members of the public.  Chris 
Darby and Student Representatives, Olivia Runte and Justin Renk, were not in attendance. 
 
Call to Order 
Chairmen S. Peters called the meeting to order at 7:00PM 
 
Pledge of Allegiance 
 
Approval of the Agenda 
Motion to approve the Agenda moved by T. Lavoy, seconded by M. Scata.  The motion passed unanimously.     
 
Approval of Consent Agenda  
Motion to approve consent agenda for Board of Education Regular Meeting June 2, 2020 and A+ Reward Donations, 
Brownstone Intermediate School $391.46, Gildersleeve School $272.12, and Portland Middle School $557.16 moved by 
T. Lavoy, seconded by L. Steinhauser.  The motion passed unanimously. 
 
Audience of Citizens 
M. O’Brien, 42 Indian Hill, sent the following statement through the chat “I’d like to thank Dr. O’Reilly for his service to 
the Portland schools, staff and students.  You will be missed and we appreciate all of your hard work.  Enjoy your 
retirement.” 
S. Spear, 78 Jobs Pond Road, asked for anti-racism conversations to take place within the schools. 
 
Student Representative’s Report- no report 
 
Communications and Updates 
Communications 
Dr. O’Reilly shared 2 resignations, Dana Rizzo and Jennifer Flynn.  S. Peters responded to an email from Christina 
Ingersgaard regarding Open Choice between 2013 and 2014.  There was a late entry from the High School Social Studies 
Department requesting we reinstate the social studies position at the high school level.  Discussion later during Budget 
talks.  Dr. O’Reilly was pleased to announce a donation from John Guilmette, owner of Hometown Garage, in the 
amount of $1500.00.  This donation will be split among the schools and will help fund incentives for the summer 
programs.   
 
Superintendent’s Report 
Dr. O’Reilly thought the graduation event was a pleasant experience and thanked principal, Kate Lawson and the staff 
for putting together such an event.  Dr. O’Reilly completed his final podcast, stating it is a meaningful way to connect 
with people.  Continued financial help from the state will allow Portland to offer lunches through June and July.  Dr. 
O’Reilly shared a letter from the State Board of Education regarding the CARES Act.  There will be discussion of the 
Vision of the Graduate at the June 22, 2020 meeting.  Lastly, he mentioned a new agreement to lease 20 copiers, district 
wide, with savings over the previous agreement.   
  
Director of Student Services 



Dawn Davis discussed obstacles in the next phase of reopening for ESY (extended school year).  At this moment, distance 
learning will continue for ESY and parents of students requiring or who have been recommended for ESY, will be notified 
of this decision.  
 
Director of Curriculum, Instruction and Technology 
Dr. Charles Britton discussed the piloted summer program from last year, which was a positive for students that 
participated.  Because of that, he intends to run it again this summer, running from July 6, 2020 for 6 weeks.  
Additionally, a portion of the CARES Act will help fund stipends for the teachers who participate. Dr. Britton also gave an 
update on the Middle School Principal position, stating interviews were being held this Wednesday and Thursday.  The 
position of Director of Curriculum, Instruction and Technology will have the same 3 committees as in selecting the 
Middle School Principal; paper screening- to include BOE members, L. Christensen and L. Steinhauser, interview- to 
include BOE member T. Lavoy and task committee- to include BOE member C. Darby.   
 
New Business  
Library Media Specialist Job Description 
The draft job description for Library Media Specialist/Teacher was discussed. 
 
Old Business 
FY21 Budget Discussion 
The Unofficial FY 19-20 Projected Savings was discussed, as was the reinstating of kindergarten and social studies 
teacher positions.  Portland High School Principal, Kate Lawson, addressed the Board with information regarding the 
importance of having a social studies teacher in the building.  L. Steinhauser made a motion to fund a .4 social studies 
position for the high school, seconded by M. Scata.  Discussion followed.  
 T. Lavoy made a motion to amend the first motion and to use funds from the supplies account to fund a .4 social studies 
position, seconded by L. Christensen.  The motion passed unanimously. 
 
Reopening Committee 
Dr.  Britton spoke on who makes up the Reopening Committee and a summary of what the district can do based on the 
guidelines the State of CT requires.  At this moment, we will continue with distance learning for ESY (extended school 
year) for our students.  Minutes from these committee meetings can be found on the district website. 
 
Board of Education Self Evaluation 
This will be discussed under Executive Session. 
 
Board of Education Retreat 
The Board of Education Retreat will be held June 30, 2020 at 6:00PM and will be kept under 2 hours. 
 
Executive Coaching Contract 
The Consulting Services Agreement between Dr. Joseph Erardi and the Board of Education was updated.  The contract 
will provide support for Dr. Britton between June 2020 and June 2021.  T. Lavoy made a motion to agree to the 
Consulting Services Agreement, seconded by M. Scata.  The motion passed unanimously. 
 
 
Committee Reports 
Curriculum- L. Christensen reported. 
Policy- no report 
Personnel- negotiations to begin with the Portland Association of School Administrators. 
Buildings and Grounds- no updated report, however, sightlines report should be completed mid-July, 2020. 
Conservation and Renewable Task Force- no report 
Liaison- CREC - M. Scata stated they will meet June 17, 2020. Selectman- no report 
 
Audience of Citizens 
G. Rogers, 38 Chatham Court, was unable to speak because he needed to spend time with his kids before bed. 



K. Armstrong asked the Board to consider moving the Audience of Citizens portion to an earlier format in the Board 
meetings. 
 
Board of Education Member Comments 
L. Steinhauser asked again about having training in equity and inclusion.  L. Christensen would like to see our quarterly 
budget be available to the public, and to concur with L. Steinhauser regarding more training in equity and inclusion. 
 
Motion to invite Dr. O’Reilly and Dr.  Britton into Executive Session for the purpose of discussing Board of Education Self 
Evaluation at 9:11PM, moved by T. Lavoy, seconded by M. Scata.  The motion passed unanimously. 
 
Meeting moved to a private meeting room in Zoom 
 
Discussion followed 
 
Motion to return to Regular Session at 9:44 pm 

Moved by Tim Lavoy, seconded by Laurel Steinhauser.  The motion passed unanimously 
 
Motion to adjourn the Regular Meeting 
 Moved by Meg Scata, seconded by Tim Lavoy, motion passed unanimously. 

 

 
 
        Respectfully submitted, 
        Nancy Bakos, Board Recording Clerk 
 
Draft minutes until approved at the next Board of Education Regular Meeting 
 
 
 

 

 


