
Portland Board of Education Regular Meeting 

Portland High School Library       January 2, 2018 
 

The Portland Board of Education held its Regular Meeting in the Portland High School Media 

Center on January 2, 2018. Board members in attendance were: Chair MaryAnne Rode, 

Christopher Darby, Meg Scata, Tim Lavoy, Dave Murphy, Sharon Peters, and Eric Peterson. 

Also in attendance were Superintendent of Schools Dr. Philip B. O’Reilly, Assistant to the 

Superintendent for Business and Financial Affairs Ann Burke, Director of Curriculum, 

Instruction, and Technology Dr. Charles Britton, and Board Student Representatives Mark 

Matera and Jacob Durkin. Also in attendance were Board of Selectmen representatives Jim Tripp 

and Ralph Zampano 

 

Call to Order – M. Rode called the meeting to order at 7:00 pm.   

 

Approval of the Agenda  
M. Rode recommended to approve the agenda as presented.  

Moved by M. Scata, seconded by D. Murphy to approve the agenda as presented. The motion 

passed unanimously. 

  

Approval of the Consent Agenda  
Moved by S. Peters, seconded by E. Peterson to approve the minutes of the December 5, 2017 

Regular Board Meeting. The motion passed unanimously.  

 

Audience of Citizens - None  

 

Student Representative Report  
M. Matera reported that there was a schoolwide assembly on Friday December 15th with student 

speakers that focused on school climate.  On December 22nd, there was a schoolwide pep rally 

that included spirited competitions between the classes, introductions of all of the winter sports 

teams, and a memorable send off to the retiring PHS office assistant Sue Ferguson.  All of the 

winter sports teams’ schedules are underway.  The National Honor Society will host a hypnotist 

on January 11th in the MS Auditorium.    

 

Correspondence  

Dr. O’Reilly shared retirement letters from the following staff members: Kelsey Urbanetti, 

Valley View paraprofessional, Kayla Pittman, Gildersleeve paraprofessional, and Terry Sheehan, 

Library Media Secretary at Portland Middle School.   

 

Maureen Pfeifer, Gildersleeve Teacher, requested an extension for her child rearing leave of 

absence for the 2018-2019 school year.   

M. Scata moved, seconded by C. Darby to approve M. Pfeifer’s leave of absence request for the 

2018-2019 school year.  The motion passed unanimously.   

 

 

 



Communication and Updates 

A. Superintendent’s Report 

1. Community Health Center Update – Dr. O’Reilly shared that he met with the director 

of the school based community health centers.  Our current counselor, Lauren 

Annino, has 56 students that she works with at the HS/MS.  This represents 

approximately 10% of the population of the two schools.  We now have an additional 

counselor once a week from Vinal Technical High School helping with an additional 

34 students at the elementary schools.  Dr. O’Reilly will make a formal presentation 

to the Board on January 16th to expand this program to include a second full time 

person in our district.  Additionally, the CBHCS team is planning an opioid 

awareness week in the spring.  They would also like to conduct a survey of parents of 

the students that they serve. 

 

Old Business – none 

 

New Business 

A. Dr. O’Reilly handed out two documents to the Board showing some of the preparation 

work that he and Ann Burke have done before presenting the proposed budget to the 

Board (Summary of Changes to the 2018-2019 Budget and Budget Revision Chart).  As 

the Town contemplates a possible $855,000 reduction from the State of CT, Dr. O’Reilly 

is trying to create a dynamic balance in the budget that focuses on continued work on our 

Teaching and Learning Priorities while practicing fiscal restraint.  Discussion ensued 

regarding the Town’s deficit from the State and how this impacts the Education Budget. 

Ann Burke walked the members through the budget binder section by section.  M. Rode 

encouraged members to ask questions at any level of detail.  The overall percentage 

increase of the proposed budget is 2.34%.  Dr. O’Reilly suggested to the Board that they 

should anticipate preparing a budget with a zero increase in case the State budget funding 

is not forthcoming.  The Board asked for Dr. O’Reilly and Ann Burke to submit 

recommendations on what those cuts could look like so that the Board is equipped for 

this possibility. 

B.  The Board reviewed the preliminary 2018-2019 budget timetable from Tom Robinson, 

Town Director of Finance. 

 

Committee Reports 

A. Curriculum – Meeting for tomorrow 1/3/18 is cancelled. 

B. Policy – Will resume Tuesday meetings in February. 

C. Personnel – Next meeting is 1/9/18 at 4:30 with the Secretaries’ Union.  They are also 

scheduled to meet the following Tuesday 1/16/18. 

D. Liaisons 



1. CREC – There is a legislative breakfast at the end of January that T. Lavoy is 

planning to attend.   

2. Selectman – D. Murphy attended the last Board of Selectman meeting where 

sidewalk discussion was a focus of the meeting. 

 

Audience of Citizens – none 

 

Board of Education Member Comments – none 

 

Executive Session – M. Scata moved, seconded by C. Darby to enter into Executive Session at 

8:54 pm with Dr. O’Reilly as invited guest for the purpose of discussing confidential student 

matters.  The motion passed unanimously. 

 

Moved by T. Lavoy, seconded by C. Darby to return to Regular session at 9:14 pm.   

 

Motion:  Moved by M. Scata, seconded by S. Peters to accept the stipulated agreement as 

presented tonight after extensive discussion and based upon the conditions contained therein.    

The motion passed unanimously. 

 

Adjourn 

Moved by E. Peterson, seconded by M. Scata to adjourn at 9:18 pm.  The motion passed 

unanimously.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

        Respectfully Submitted, 

        Kelle Young 

        Board Recording Clerk 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Draft minutes until approved at the next BOE meeting 


